
DEFENDANT INFORMATION 
1. When you are sued and served with a citation from the Justice Court, you must file a 

written answer to this court on or before the 15th calendar day. If the 15th day falls on a 
weekend or holiday, you must file by the next business day. You must provide a copy of 
your written answer to the Plaintiff.  There is no charge for filing your answer unless you 
choose a Trial by Jury. 

 
2. You may choose to use the form provided, but are not required to. This form is included 

for your convenience. You may submit your Answer to the Court on any document of your 
choice.  You must also provide the Plaintiff with a true copy of your answer. 

 
3. If you contest the suit (or any part of the suit) you may choose a Trial by Judge or a Trial by 

Jury.  If you choose a Trial by Jury, you are required to pay a Jury fee of $22.00 when you 
file your answer. If you chose a jury trial and do not show up on your court date you will 
be charged fees for empaneling the jury as well as all fees paid to jurors. 

 
4. You may represent yourself or hire an attorney to represent you. 

 
5. You should prepare a proper defense if you go to trial even though the burden is on the 

Plaintiff to prove his allegation against you. 
 

6. If witnesses are required and will not appear voluntarily, you may subpoena them to Court 
by asking for the subpoena and paying the required fee. The subpoena must be requested 
ten (10) days prior to the trial. 

 
7. After the Plaintiff presents his case at the trial as to his right to recover, you are then 

allowed to present your defense as to why he should not recover. 
 

8. When the Plaintiff and you have both rested your case, the Court will enter a judgment. 
 

9. If a judgment is rendered against you, you may appeal the ruling of the Court to the 
County Court at Law within twenty-one (21) days from the day the judgment is signed. 

 
10. Should the Court rule the Plaintiff recover nothing from you, the Plaintiff has the right to 

appeal. 
 

11. Should the Plaintiff recover from you and you do not appeal it, the Plaintiff may take 
further legal action against you to collect the amount of judgment plus all court costs. 

 
12. If you do not dispute the suit, please contact the Plaintiff. 

 
 
For additional information, please visit our website at https://www.angelinacounty.net/jp1/  for Self Help 
Resources.

https://www.angelinacounty.net/jp1/


DEFENDANT’S ANSWER 

Cause No. _______________________ 
 
 § IN THE JUSTICE COURT 

Plaintiff(s) §  
Vs. § PRECINCT ________ 

 §  

Defendant(s) § ANGELINA COUNTY, TEXAS 
 
 
I DENY the allegations, and hereby request; 
 A Trial by Judge 
 A Trial by Jury.  This is my Demand for Jury and I am including the $22.00 Jury Fee.   

    (failure to include fee for Jury will result in a trial by Judge) 
I understand that if I request a Jury Trial and fail to appear for Jury Trial, I may be charged back the cost 
of impaneling the Jury pursuant to TCPRC § 30.008 
 

 
__________________________________________________________ 

Defendant’s Signature 
 

I can be notified of further proceedings in this case at:  
Address:  

City, State, Zip  

Telephone No.  

Secondary No.  

I   DO  or    DO NOT consent to email service of all 
motions, pleadings, or other documents filed in this 
case to (email address): 

 

Provide your mobile number if you wish to receive text 
message reminders of hearing dates from the Court.  

 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

You must provide the opposing party with a copy of your answer.  Please tell the Court how you 
are doing this. 

 
I, __________________________________________, certify that on _______ day of 

______________, 20______, served a true and correct copy of Defendant’s Answer to 

____________________________________, by:   Personal Delivery   Mail   Fax   Other 

 
_________________________________________________________ 
Signature                                                Date 
 

Visit https://www.angelinacounty.net/jp1/ for Self Help Resources. 

https://www.angelinacounty.net/jp1/

